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Male Middle Distance Award

Middle Distance

SAMA AWARDS 2025/26

Hans van Bavel
Hans had a particularly strong finish to the last summer season 
of competition culminating with the National Championships in 
Canberra where a brilliant gold medal run in the 60m set a new 
AMA Championship record, with an age grading of 89.17%. This 
was followed by a SAMA record breaking run in the 200m final. 
He finished the year by setting a new SAMA record in the 300m 
at the season’s final meet. Hans is currently ranked No. 1 in the 
World Masters Rankings for 60m.

Winner:

Male Sprints Award

Sprints
Female Sprints Award

Sprints

Sue Turner
Sue had an exceptional summer season of competition. Entering 

a new age group, she proceeded to establish a new Australian 

record in the 60m sprint (with an age grading of 93.04%) as 

well as SAMA records in the 200m and 300m. Her gold medal 

run in the 60m at the Nationals in Canberra set a new AMA 

Championship record. At yearend 2025, Sue was ranked No. 1 in 

the world over 60m. She is currently ranked No. 1 in the world in 

2026 for both the 60m and the 100m sprints.  

Winner:

Allan Mayfield
Allan again performed strongly and consistently over the past 

12 months in 800 and 1500 meter events. He won gold over 

both distances at the Oceania Championships in Brisbane last 

September and at the Nationals in Canberra in March this year. 

In Brisbane he was a member of the M75 world record setting 

4x800m relay team which broke the previous record held by a 

Canadian team by 39.21 seconds. Allan is currently World Ranked 

No. 4 in the world in the 800m and No. 2 in 1500m.

Winner:
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Female Distance Award

Distance
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Sarah Chinner
During the past summer season Sarah’s performances in 
800m races were of an exceptionally high standard. Her age-
grade ratings in SAMA and ASA events and at the National 
Championships (where she won gold) were, on five occasions, in 
excess of 91.00%. At the Oceania Championships in Brisbane last 
September her run in the 800m was rated at 89.43%. Currently, 
Sarah is ranked No. 2 in the world over 800m and No. 1 in both 
Oceania and Australia in her age group.

Winner:

Female Middle Distance Award

Middle Distance

Male Distance Award

Distance

Allan Mayfield
Over the past 12 months Allan maintained consistent and high 
age grade rankings over distances ranging from the 2000m of 
the steeplechase to 21.097km of the half marathon. He won gold 
at both the Oceania and the AMA National Championships in 
the 2000m steeple to be ranked No.1 in the World in 2025 and 
currently in 2026. He ran second in the half marathon at the World 
Masters Games in Taipei last year and was third in last July’s AMA 
Half Marathon Championships.

Winner:

Rachel Hobbs
During the last summer season Rachel’s performances over 2000 
and 3000 metre distances in both ASA and SAMA competition 
were noticeable for their consistency with age gradings in the 
mid to high 70% in all her runs. Her performance in the 2000m 
steeple to win the SAMA Championships with an age grading of 
78.70% resulted in her being currently ranked No. 3 in the world 
and No.1 in Australia for that event. Rachel also won the 2000m 
steeple in her age category in the ASA Champs.

Winner:
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Male Jumps Award

Jumps
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George White
On turning 80 mid last year George proceeded to demolish many 

SAMA, Oceania and Australian walk records in distances ranging 

from 800m on the track to 20km on the road. He set three new 

Australian records, one Oceania and sixteen SAMA records 

(including repeat improvements). He won numerous gold medals 

at the Oceania Championships as well as the Nationals in Canberra. 

George is currently ranked No. 1 in the world in the 1500m, 3000m, 

5000m and the 10k Road Walk.

Winner:

Male Walks Award

Walks
Female Walks Award

Walks

Marie Maxted
Marie performed admirably in both SAMA’s winter and summer 

walk competitions in distances ranging from 800m to 15km. In the 

recent SAMA Championships Marie set a new 800m walk record 

with an excellent age grading of 87.47%. She also set new SAMA 

records in the 2000m and the 4000m walks. Marie won SAMA’s 

10k walk Championships on both the track and on the road. She 

is currently ranked No. 2 in the world in the 1500m, 3000m and 

5000m walks and the 10k track walk.

Winner:

Dean Mortimer
Dean maintained his consistency and his achievements across 
both local and national competition in the high, long and triple 
jumps. The triple jump was his most successful event with gold 
medal performances at both the Oceania Championship in 
Brisbane and the Nationals in Canberra earlier this year. Dean’s 
efforts are quite meritorious as being at the top end of his age 
group he was competing against athletes four years his junior. His 
triple jump results rank him at No1 in Australia.

Winner:
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Female Throws Award

Throws

SAMA AWARDS 2025/26

Jenni Cotter
Despite a truncated season due to serious injury Jenni performed 
strongly in the high, long and triple jumps in the early part of 
ASA’s summer meetings. She set a new SAMA record in the 
high jump with a leap of 1.44m (79.01% age grading) as well as a 
SAMA record in the triple jump with a distance of 9.93m (78.11% 
age grading). Jenni was ranked No. 6 in the world in the triple 
jump and No. 1 in Oceania and Australia. She also ranked highly in 
both the long jump and the high jump.

Winner:

Female Jumps Award

Jumps

Male Throws Award

Throws

Matthew Staunton
Matthew had interruptions in his summer season due to injury 
but returned in time for the Nationals in Canberra where he 
performed solidly across the highly competitive individual throws 
events. He won silver medals in both the hammer throw and the 
weight throw and finished the Championships with silver in the 
Throws Pentathlon. He competed in the AMA Indoor Throws 
Championships last July setting new SAMA records in both the 
100lb weight throw and the Heavy Weight Pentathlon.

Winner:

Ann Jefferies
Ann competed regularly during both SAMA’s and ASA’s past 

summer competitions with highly graded throwing percentages 

across all throw’s disciplines. Her strength remained the hammer 

throw and the shot put. She set a new SAMA record in the shot at 

the Nationals in Canberra where she collected gold in the javelin 

throw, silvers in the shot put and throws pentathlon and bronze in 

the hammer and discus throws. She is ranked No. 3 in the world in 

the shot put and the throws pentathlon.

Winner:
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Sue Turner
Sue’s performance in setting a new Australian record in the 

60m sprint late last year was quite meritorious. Her time of 9.00 

seconds flat resulted in an age grading of 93.04%, the highest 

by any SAMA athlete during the year 2025/26. Sue was ranked 

No. 1 in the world at the end of 2025, an enormous outcome as 

she outperformed the world’s 60m indoor runners in an event 

of great popularity and depth in numbers. Her strong form 

continued in 2026, being currently ranked No.1.  

Winner:

Gillian White
Gill has contributed countless years of service to SAMA both 

as a volunteer and a qualified race walk official. She has been 

a regular attendee at both winter and summer competitions, 

primarily as a timekeeper but also as a walks judge. Her regular 

officiating ensures that records at local, national and international 

level can be recorded and awarded. Her contribution as a judge 

at the Oceania and National Championships was essential as the 

pool of judges was quite limited in number.

Winner:

Official Award

Official

Most Outstanding Individual 
Performance Award

Individual Performance
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The Ruth and Jack Weber Perpetual Trophy 
for the Most Outstanding Male Athlete

Most Outstanding

George White
George’s race walk performances are highlighted under the earlier 

Male Race Walk Award category. In addition to those outstanding 

achievements George also competed in running events the past 12 

months. He set a new SAMA record in the 1-mile run (No. 1 world 

ranked) as well as a SAMA record (twice) in respective half marathons. 

He also won a gold medal for the 5000m run at last year’s Oceania 

Championships. Furthermore, he won the SAMA M80 T&F Pentathlon 

category at this year’s Championships, and he is currently ranked No. 2 

in the world and No. 1 in Australia in that event.  

Winner:

Most Outstanding

Sarah Chinner
Sarah’s exceptional performances and consistency over 800m are 

detailed in the earlier awarded Female Middle Distance Awad. She also 

performed strongly in 100m runs (15.45 secs – age graded 83.45%) and 

400m runs (69.46 secs – 90.27% and 69.75 secs – 89.70%). She won the 

gold medal in the Nationals in Canberra in the 400m. She maintained 

her strong performances in the long jump over the year winning her 

very competitive age category at the Nationals even though she is at 

the upper end of the age category.

Winner:

The Pat and Geoff Peters Perpetual Trophy 
for the Most Outstanding Female Athlete


