
Presidents Report to SAMA 2025/26 
 

Although covering a somewhat confusing time frame the 2025/26 year was another successful one for SAMA.  
The club’s actual financial year commences 1 April each year and ends 31 March the following year. Our 
SAMA Awards cover the preceding winter and summer seasons, ie. 1 May through to 30 April whilst our 
membership year runs from 1 October through to 30 September the following year. We hold our AGM and 
elect a committee and executive in June of each year. My report will reflect aspects of all four phases. 

As evidenced in the financial reports audited, the club was in a very sound financial position on 31 March this 
year. Earlier this year the committee decided to recommend a reduction in membership fees to a standard 
annual fee of $30.00 to both simplify the previous structure and to assist and encourage members to rejoin 
(or to join) the club. This recommendation was passed by members. 

Whilst this decision will lead to an operating loss in 2026/27 the club’s finances will absorb this, but the 
situation will need to be carefully monitored as our revenue stream can easily be influenced by increases in 
external costs, eg. the $30.00 membership fee ‘disappears’ with a $20.00 payment to ASA for Insurance (a 
comprehensive cover that includes public liability, club management, building and contents, and personal 
insurance that covers various club activities) and a $10.00 capitation fee to AMA. Any increase in these fees 
would obviously have an impact on the club’s finances.   

I thank SAMA’s committee members for their continued input and support over the course of the year. I thank 
also those people in ex-officio positions with the club as well as the volunteers who contribute to the success 
of our winter and summer competitions. Without you there would be no competition (and no club).  
Thank you also to those members who volunteered on the Club Host Day allocated to SAMA by ASA to assist 
with holding one of their Saturday athletics meets. This will occur again early next year.  

The membership number of 185 for the current year has decreased on the previous year but this was to be 
expected following the increase in 2024/25 due to the Championships being held in Adelaide. This number 
includes the new category of ‘Associate’ which was created to formally register those volunteers who do not 
apply for standard membership, to ensure that they are covered for insurance.     

Following the AGM, the announcement of the SAMA Award winners for 2025/26 will feature several 
outstanding athletes and contributors to their success on the track, field and the road during the past year. 
Many performances were of a very high standard and the choice of the winner in some categories was open to 
debate by the committee. The depth in the club was evidenced with more than 80 SAMA records established 
over the past winter and summer competitions. 

SAMA was well represented in the Australian team at the rejuvenated Oceania Championships held in 
Brisbane in September last year whilst a team of 28 athletes competed in the AMA Championships held in 
early March in Canberra this year. SAMA, Championship, Australian, Oceania and a World record were 
claimed at these two Championships. Of note, individual SAMA performances received recognition at the 
2025 AMA Awards night held during the Championships with two members receiving the ‘Walks Award’ and 
the ‘Administrator Award’. 

Entry numbers for SAMA’s winter competition in 2025 again decreased (one meet attracted only 10 entrants) 
and it was decided to reduce the number of meets for the 2026 winter season to five Championship Sundays. 
The two meets held to date indicated this may have been a ‘good’ decision with 28 entrants for the second 
meet, the 10k Run/Walk Championships. This was a higher number than for the same event in 2025 (22) and 
the highest individual winter attendance for some time.  

Member entry to the handicapped 800m Masters Bay Sheffield Carnival race continued to grow with 15 
runners competing in a thrilling race in December. In January, SAMA partnered with the Adelaide University 
Athletics Club to hold the Run the Loop event held on the 2.2km Uni Loop at Park 10. Fourteen male and 
female members entered the 0/35 and 0/55 Masters categories competing against other Masters runners with 
several resultant winning performances.   

Socially, the club was active with regular lunches and evening outings organized during the year whilst the 
ever popular ‘weekend-away’ held in October (in Victor Harbor last year) was again well attended. 

The Secretary and I continue to liaise with representatives from the Office for Recreation Sport & Racing 
(ORSR) about the club’s ongoing use of the SA Athletics Stadium for events held over the September to April 
period. A recent meeting indicated it was likely that ORSR would renew the previous 2025/26 formal hire 
agreement for the same 2026/27 period.  

I wish members all the best for the next twelve months. 

Viddy Jermacans 
President 


