
Presidents Report to SAMA 2024-25 
 

The 2024-25 year included a number of highlights and evidence of positive steps regarding SAMA competition, 
event organisation, member involvement and athletic performance across several levels.  
 

I would like to thank SAMA’s Committee members for their assistance and input, both those in key executive and 
administrative roles as well as those who provided input and advice when issues were raised for discussion and 
decision.  I also thank those individuals that take on ex-officio and volunteer roles that, if not undertaken, would 
mean that winter and summer competition would not take place and the club would cease to function. 
 

Whilst 2024-25 has been a year of stability and I understand that this should continue in the current 2025/26 
year, I am also aware that several key personnel, both on the committee and in ex-officio positions have 
indicated that there will only be ‘one more year’. The opportunity is there now for interested people to become 
involved as a smooth transition of personnel is preferable to a vacuum created at year end.     
 

As the 2024-25 audit will indicate, SAMA is in a very sound financial position, particularly when the profit 
outcome from the financial aspect of the Australian Masters Athletics (AMA) Championships is finalised and 
identified in the current year reports.  
 

The obvious highlight of the year was the AMA Championships held in Adelaide, 18-21 April 2025. 
 

I acknowledge the efforts of the LOC in preparing for this Championship and particularly, those of the Chair, Lisa 
Attenborough, who was most ably supported by LOC members who donated many hours of their time leading up 
to the event and were involved in a ‘hands-on’ capacity during it. 
I acknowledge also the efforts of the volunteers who gave their time, in varying degrees, to ensure that the days 
leading up to and the actual four days of competition were considered a success.   
 

The Championships being held in Adelaide led to an obvious increase in our membership with 208 registered at 
the time of the event as compared to 166 at the corresponding time in April 2024. The entry of 102 SAMA athletes 
in the event represented almost 50% of our membership at the time. 
 

Whilst some of the increase in number was due to past members returning, it was also pleasing to see several 
new members joining the club, particularly those in the 35-45 age category.  
 

The increase in numbers led to a corresponding increase in the number of competitors in both SAMA’s winter 
and summer competition. A number of our members continued to represent both SAMA and other clubs in 
Athletics SA’s comparative competitions, particularly the Summer Inter-Club. 
 

It was pleasing to see the support forthcoming from SAMA members in filling volunteer positions earlier this year 
in a joint volunteer day allocated to SAMA by ASA in one of their Saturday Inter-Club meets. It is likely this will 
occur again the coming summer and I look forward to members to contribute their time once again.  
 

A highlight of the year was SAMA’s entry numbers in the ASA Relay Championships held in late December and 
early January. A total 16 teams competed on the two days with numerous resultant medals and SAMA, AMA and 
World records being set. Apart from such achievements the inter-action, enjoyment and camaraderie of teams 
involved was most satisfying to view. 
 

Similarly, the atmosphere and the vibe associated with the 800m Masters Handicap Race at the Bay Sheffield 
Carnival in late December was a great experience for those competing. Those who experienced the event last 
year are encouraged to return in 2025 as are those who may have competed in years past or not yet done so.  
 

SAMA member athletic performances at Club, State, National and International level were of a very high 
standard during the 2024-25 year, highlighted by two of our athletes winning prestigious awards at the AMA 
Presentation Night Dinner held at the Rydges South Park in conjunction with the Championships.  
Allan Mayfield won the Middle Distance & Steeplechase Award whilst Kim Mottrom won the Walks Award. Both 
the Awards encompassed male and female nominees.  
 

At the Athletics SA 2024/25 Awards Night, Ann Jefferies received the Women’s Over 35 Premiership Season 
Points Score Award for performances in ASA’s summer Inter-club competition. Allan Mayfield received the Over 
35 Athlete of the Year Award from two other SAMA nominees, Anne Lang and Karen Long. 
Particularly pleasing to me was to receive, on behalf of SAMA, the ASA President’s Award which ‘Acknowledges 
outstanding service to athletics in South Australia’.  
 

Listening to the citation being read listing SAMA’s contributions and achievements during the past year, receiving 
the trophy and viewing SAMA’s permanent acknowledgement on the ASA Presidents Award Honour Board was a 
satisfying ending to the 2024/25 season. 
 
Viddy Jermacans 
President 


